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Initructions for Cap didates

1. Attempt any four questions..

2. All questions carry equal marks.

3. Answers may be written in Hindi or English but thq same medium should be followed
throughout the paper.
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l. Write an essay on religious beliefs of the Vedic Age. How far did the Puranic traditions carry
them forward in some aspects while also departing from them in others?
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2. Analyse the rise of Buddhism and Jainism in the post-Vedic period. Would you agree with
tle view that agrarian and political changes of the sixth century B.C. also contributed to tleir
popularity?
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3. Discuss the diverse interpretatious ofthe Silrh traditions and their emergence as a religion rn

India?
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4. How do you view the historical procesges of and limitations to identity formation in mediev'al

India?
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5. Do you agree with the view that Islamisation in medieval India was a slow historical

process rather than a result of mass conversion?
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6. Discuss the idea ofporous religious boundaries and liminal spaces in early colonial India with

reference to any one of the major religions.
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7. What role did census and refomi movements play irr consolidating religious identities and

boundaries in colonial lndia?
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g. Discuss the issues and arguments in the debates on the issue of secularism in the

Constituent AssemblY of lndia.
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