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Instructions for Candidates
1. Attempt any four questions.

2. All questions carry equal marks.

3 Answers may be written in Hmd1 or English but the same medium should be followed
throughout the paper.
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1. Vedic traditions developed in various ways in the post Vedic period. How did the Puramc
traditions carry forward and modified the Vedic beliefs and practices?
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2. Discuss the material and social background to the rise of Buddhism, Jainism and other non-
Vedic traditions in the post-Vedic period.
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3. How do different historians describe the emergence of Sikhism as a religion in different ways?
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‘4. Analyse the various historical perspectives on the issue of how collective identities were
formed in medieval India. Do you agree with the view that such 1dent1t1es were multiple and

continigent?
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7 5. Describe the debate among historians about the historical process through which Islam
spread in the medieval period in India. '
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6. Is religion a unit whose boundaries are fixed once and for all by its “suthentic’ texts and
authorized interpreters? Discuss with reference to any one religion in the context of late
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries in India." .

7. How did censﬁs, popular reform movements, rush to establish authentic definitions and other
modern tendencies affect the liminal possibilities that existed between religious communities in
the early colonial period? : ‘ .
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8. Discuss the detate on the issue of Indian secularism on the ¢ve of and in the
aftermath of India’s independence.
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