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Instructions for Candidates
1. Attempt any four questions.
2. All questions carry equal marks. 5/
3. Answers may be written in Hindi or Enghsh but the same medium should be followed

throughout the paper.
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I. Discuss the Vedic and the Puranic religious traditions. How did the Puranas assimilated the
local gods and goddesses into the pantheon of the Aryans?
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2. Elucidate the historical significance of the spread of Buddhism and Jainism in the post Vedic
period.
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3. 'The spread of Islam in India cannot be adequately understood with reference to 'conversion',
Comment on the argument with regard to diverse perspectives.
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4. Write an essay on the establishment and popularity of the Sufism in India, especially with
special reference to the Chishti silsila in the period of the Delhi Sultanate.
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5. Comment on the making and significance of the places of pilgrimage in medieval India with
reference to one of the many such sacred spots.
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6. How different were the religious developments of Bombay from those of north India during
the same period?
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7. Ibbetson, the Commissioner of the 1881 census in Punjab, had stated, "With the single -
exception of caste, no other one of the details which we have recorded is so difficult to fix with
 exactness [as religion] or needs so much explanation and limitation before the real value of the
figures can be appreciated.' Why did the colonial officials find it difficult to enumerate religious
identities?
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8. Discuss the circumstances under which the unique form of Indian secularism developed. How
was it different from the experience of western countries?
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