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But 1t was the 'same story
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"iof the Cheri- chlldren who dld 1t : “About three quarters '.':A_.:
g U ~of ;h cj;rldren}m_ the. sehool were ,Eallg; and Barayal;
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water to the teacher E ho‘use"‘we Watéred"’t epla s

lants:

~ We did all the chores that were needed about the

ryi BT an viststhooust gol ol no oM Ho 'y SIECHE
sehool

'_"school I would play w1th the other cin[flren 2 our'

street before %gomg home m the evemng There were
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! two or‘: hree gbérldr n Who areqrelated to me, _.an‘d
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other boys and girls: who alway &glkayed together as a
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‘g_rou,p.-‘ .

TByrgwens od on Sved @ by iiod
One day, we were playmg on the b1g neem tree

.'front of the school hangmg hke bats up31de dow

from 1ts branches After a whlle we started cn anoth
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you know Not to ordmary eyes, not .to_yours or

i _mlne
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Madhua sat ma stupor throughout all thrs

even When the daughter_; in-1 law frlghtened

- ,wrts beaten up and with tears streamrng
cheeks admitted to her culpability.’
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2 From the glven dramatlc extract 1r1 Passage 2, what
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ed'7 What

and Jarsmgh Why is Santa feelmg 50 anguls
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klnd of ptcture of Jalsmgh emerges frorn Sartta s
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representatnve nature of Jal’smgh s characfer as it
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| game running'right up the ,coconut palm and touching -

) 1ts t1p The Lcoconut. palm grew slantw:ge, ata

* et

convenrent an le If you came runnm alon frorn 2l
ng : :

drstance at top s)peed you could reach rlght to 1ts ilp‘ y

/‘, ; : ‘ .“1 and touch the coconut growmg‘there Spurred on by

: the excrtement of the first few who managed to touch
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ShEy the coconut those who came lateJr grabbed 1{t and
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got the_re the coconut feil

onut .,._1ust a

g thud ‘It wa'sn t even 2 full pened coc
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b green “one, w1thout so much as Water 1n lt All the

chrldren ‘were fnghtened and ready- to scatter.
Everyone sardﬂthat it was I who had _plucked it Then '

left it there and ran hiofrrre The: next mornmg.
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ou have shown us your true ,nature as a Paraya ”he ‘
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7_sa1d You chrnbed the coconut tree yesterday after
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T % ‘ everybody else had gone home and‘you
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- coconut We cannot allow you msrde thrs school Stand
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vl outs1de z I was, in agony becau e I had been
i ' f*r“"«n;. W4

~and msulted in front of ll:the" hrldren

shamed

‘The headmaster was of the Chaahygr caste At that
; trrne there was‘a Lbattlle[}‘gg'ui%'g hon‘. between the
Chaal:yar‘rneople and us abo;t the )(!:er—neter_y tA‘ll the
chtld{ren_ eyed nié’ na strange way and walll.cedmoff to
J‘.,""M v FIEGE .':ar?_‘,
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“Classes! T was in“such shock’ and, ,I'fdidn’t
.know what to ‘do” Then a teacher who 11. along our -

‘street came by and advised me o’ go to the pnest tell

“:hrm everythmg, and brtng a letter from hrm to the

"Lheadmaster I went to “the prrest and told'hrm the
HITEAE ;

hun T

' :'lwhole story m detarl and bng ”d

e N A

. 'took it to the headmas he' abused me roundly, using
1€ t0 hxs mouth and then told

bl

every bad word that cam

me to go to my cIassroom When I entered the

classroom the entrre class turned around to 100k at
'me and I wanted to shrmk mto myself as I went and k.

sat on rny ‘bench, stlll weepmg

sy B

I studred up to the eighth class in my village, and then
_went on to hrgh school ina nelghbourlng town I was
_.very s%urprrsed when I saw the school there :the
chrldren who attended rt and the clothes they wore I
felt very shy and almost fearful It felt good _]ust to

e i

and was rollrng in money, as you '¢an 1ma fne“ He took

“his' fath"'fff’\if }fhe fown hoslntal and shbwed him to the
“best doctofsr Madhia returned to ‘the Vrllage th'lf a big

bundle’ of medrcmes "biit his health contmued to

deterlorate He' began o a\?md company, took t‘o hrdmg i

from e\_ferybody. By day h_e- didn’t stir out. He would
only: goiont on need after n'lghtfall. That bull,of a man
shrank to a twig in just a few months. Some said he
came face to face with a water goddess “othérs said
his hopeless condrtron was brought on by eatmg the

' illver-'o _'Eb}ne potsonous ﬁsh When medlcmes falled'
.quacks and witch doctors were called in. He y was treated

: -for the evil eye. Nothing worked One day a person
. claiming to possess-.kno_wledge of the world arrived in
the village. The villagers: came to him ‘with- their
problems. In the end they mentioned Madhua’s plight-

~ The visitor asked them several questions and finally

wanted to see the man As soon ‘as. he _‘reached'

Madhua s house he begah to bellow: “Thls 1s'the den
ofa blood—sucklng witch!™ The villagers couldn’t beheve

their ears. The news crackled around the vrl-lage that -

a witch was sucking Madhua’s blood and that.she was.
none  other than his own da'ughter in- law his own

son’s. wife. So she was called out, with., threats and

; promrses of vrolence Nobody would ever. have

suspected she was a witch—just didn’t look like one,

P.T.O.
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_ Bholi dragged his left foot along the ground and forced
me to stop He lrt a beed1 and said. ‘Slr 5 «can’t
conduct this 1nqu1ry Im scared of thches If
"someone tells me there s a wrtch in some vrllage I
"sk1rt past rt To tell you the truth T m soared to go to
Y myown: v1llage Nadergarh east of*Sahde’vpur 'People
‘make tfun of the name.' Until a: 'year cago there was a

: wrtch ‘in thls v1llage She s since bre“rifs neutralrzed

£ unmasked Frsherman Madhua s daug‘hfer

came ‘to' our’ v:llage when she ' was’ srxte“énir_ maybe

‘-seventeen ' She had two mrscamages in' the first -

"years of 't marrrage Thét was when an ugly rumour.

rarsed its head that thts beautlful young thlnngltel S

was her name—was suekmg her father Lin- faw S blood

" Madhua ’ was around ﬁffy five, broad 45 a sal tree -

-from eastmg the f shmg net his drms fhrck as maces

'and as hard his skm lrght w1th a shock of curly black i

hair hangmg down over his eyes ‘When Madhua began
. shrlvelmg up, with, a malady of an: unknown kind,

naturally people started talkmg HIS son. was a peon

~law, she

" at the 'government pnntrng press 1n Cuttack and over

LIEH ¥

and above his regular salary he made a farr amount on
: _the side by iselling stolen paper and mk}'l?lus he had
4-;free meals: at his boss’s place, where he doubled up as

a cook. He didn’t have to spend a rupee ‘'on. himself

el
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o cllmb the

upstalrs

: soon enough And l also began to work at mystudres._

‘eagerly’ The ch}Idren lrvrng r' '

the same age as me w

U R e {-

e  hostel who were- :

wore smart clothes and possessed

i-‘—

i all sorts of ﬁnegy lrke jewels and wrlst~watches I

" thought to. myself that they were, in. all probabthty," o

Passage 2 ’(44

: SARITA : Pm planning some_thing.

SA‘RIT_A - A Press (?onferenc_e.

. caught the infection, too, have you? ., .

from uppeg casteyfamlhes, i kb bive sk

TIRGS il Lmegl windan

 KAKASAHEB : What? A patty? . & 7 .,

3

seates il e Do ARAHPE
KAKASAHEB : A Press Conference? What, you’ve

A

SARITA: A Press Conference at the Press';élub.r'Every

last joumalist in De__lhi__mus,t eome,t_o it., .

KAKASAHEB : And what wrll ‘this Press Conference
of yours be about'?

SARITA : I am going to present a man who in the
year 1982 still keeps a slave, nght here 1n Delhl
Jaisingh Jadhav. I'm gomg to say: this man’s a great -

P T.0.
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> advocate of freedom And he brmgs home a slave and
explorts her He doesnt consrder a slave ‘a “human
bemg—just a useful object One you can use ‘and

throw away He gets people to call him a sworn enemy

‘of tyranny But he tyranmzes “his own’ slave as much
“as he likes, and doesn’t thrnk anythmg of! lt—nothmg
HAY all. Lrsten to’'the story of how he boﬁght the slave
Kamala and made use of heér. ‘The’ other' lave ‘he got
free—not just free—the slave’ s father shelled out the
money—a big sum. Ask him what he dlid; wath it. [An
uncontrollable sob bursts from her. She controls it.]

€

Sorry SR S s 3;:,__-,.,_-\_,,.: ok :. ATiS

KAKASAHEB [Wotried]: Safita, what""s ‘allthis you’re
thmklng‘?

CREREY 1 B YEH ¢

SARITA I sald“ l’m sorry o

e‘ru.;' F vt

KAKASAHEB Do you really think th:s way about
Jalsmgh'7 L

SARITA This is very little, what you ve‘heard SO

far There s much more. PN
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KAKASAHEB: Anyone would thnk Jalslngh is: g’

; slave dnver R T e
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SARITA Not Just :
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KAKASAHEB What on earth happened between you
') : b ¢ 3
bt two bsitirrg Sdi e ia Bk l I’ff}a wie ':’sj.f;?."-i; seoehd}

SARITA: Marriage "

-EM»

KAKASA'l’-IEB That s been gorng on for the."llast ten\‘
years Why dld you thmk of all thlS only today’? :

}M ."‘r & .}‘-"‘-f i;._ % 498 T

unconscrous even when I was awake Kamala woke

mesup Wlth a shock Kamala showed me ,everythmg

# he says ptéclg”u/p the
P KAKASAHEB Santa somethmg s really’ gonevwrong
i Sk . 5 : ; g S SheTy b

never get better, Kakasaheb
RS T

My s P :
_ After thls I ll never thmk that thrs is my home
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