Unique Paper Code : 72182801

Name of Paper : Environmental Studies

Name of Course : Ability Enhancement Compulsory Course—1 (AECC-I)
Semester ) |

Duration: 3 hours Maximum marks: 75
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Attempt any four questions
All questions carry equal marks
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Biodiversity hotspots are biogeographic regions with significant levels
of biodiversity that are threatened by human activities and India is part of four such
Biodiversity hotspots. Discuss the role of various human activities that are a threat to
the biodiversity in these regions. Also, illustrate the importance of such ‘hotspots’ in
conserving biodiversity. In a tabular format, compare the various types of ecosystems
(elaborating on biotic and abiotic components) that are found in Himalayan hotspot vs
those found in Western Ghatshotspot.
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You have been asked by your teacher to explain the impacts of Global warming and
Climate change on various Indian states. You decide to focus on three different
regions, i) Himalayan region, (states of Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand, ii) Arid
and semi-arid regions (states of Rajasthan, Gujarat, Haryana, Punjab), iii) Coastal
areas (states of Maharashtra, Goa, Orissa, Tamil Nadu etc). Discuss in detail the
impacts of Global warming and Climate change on each of these regions, with respect
to economy, society and environment.
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3. Shifting to renewable energy resources is going to be very vital for developing
countries in order to tackle the problems of pollution, achieving Climate related
targets, social upliftment and economic development. Elaborate on this statement in
about 750 words. Also discuss the uses, advantages and disadvantages of any two
renewable energy resources which you think have high potential in India.
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4. You have been invited to speak about Chipko Andolan and its importance with
respect to protection of forests, women empowerment, mass environmental awareness
and role of local communities in environmental protection. Prepare a speech in about
1000 words, with concluding remarks on the relevance of Chipko movement in the
21 century, using appropriate examples.
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5. Ecosystem is an independently functioning unit with the most important processes
being energy flow and nutrient cycling. Using food chain and biogeochemical cycles
as examples, explain both the processes and its importance in functioning of
Ecosystem.
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‘Plastic waste is a by-product of urban lifestyle and is considered as a necessary
evil’. Provide your critical views on this statement, focusing on utility of plastic in the
growth of urban lifestyle and impacts of plastic waste on the environment (including
humans) in 1000 words.
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