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Instructions for Candidates

1. Write your Roll No. on the top immediately on receipt of this question paper.
2. Answers may be written in English or Hindi but the same medium should be used throughout
the paper.
3. The question paper consists of 8 questions.
4. Question 1 is COMPULSORY and carries 25 marks
5. Attempt any five questions out of 2-8 questions. Each question carries 10 marks.
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Ql.

a. What is the significance of footnotes and endnotes for preparing a research report? How

are the two different?

b. How does academic writing differ from essay writing? Discuss.

c. Reviewing the literature is a continuous process.” In the light of this statement, evaluate
the following situations with reasons.

(i) Rohit searches for literature from various sources. He reviews them and
develops the theoretical as well as a conceptual framework. He then writes



about the literature review.He tells his friend that the task of the literature
review is complete and that he would not have to refer to the literature searched
again. Is he correct?

(ii) Mira believes that we cannot undertake a literature review without some idea of
the problem to be investigated. Gita argues that literature review helps in
choosing the research problem. What is your view?

d) A group of researchers from Africa has been visiting a village in India every
five years since 1970 to study the economic conditions of all households there. Which
type of research is it and how effective is it for policy recommendations?

e) Enlist at least three problems that a researcher faces in collecting samples? List at

least two determinants of a sample size?
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Q2.

a) A researcher wants to study the significance of human capital formation for industrial
development. The research proposal has been approved. However, there is no variable
available on human capital in the chosen dataset. What can be done to deliver effective
research outcomes?

b) Elaborate on the 4Ps that help to refine a research problem. Which of these relates to the
research study of certain communities, organizations, and groups?
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Q3.
a) An effective literature review cannot be undertaken unless you have formulated a research
problem, yet a literature review is very important in formulating a research problem. Explain
this paradox.

b) Supposing you are assigned to prepare a report on the economic status of migrant workers
from a particular state who had returned to their homes during the lockdown. How would you
collect data from them if the resources available for the research are limited?
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Q4.
a) Outline the typology of research from three perspectives: Application, Objectives, and the
Mode of inquiry.

b) What are active and attribute variables? How does a variable differ from a concept?
Classify each of the following as ‘concept’ or ‘variable’:
rich, status of women, income, gender, educational qualification, intelligence
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Q3.

a) Identify and justify the type of study design from the perspective mentioned in the
brackets.

(i) The impact of incentives on the productivity of the employees. (Based on the
number of contacts)

(ii) A historical analysis of women in the total labor force. (Based on the reference



period)

(iii)A study design in which the effectiveness of different treatments is tested.

(Based on the nature of the investigation)

(iv) A study of the physical and emotional growth patterns of a group of children
who were born in January, 2001. (4 design used in quantitative research)

(v) A design in which the researcher lives in the situation he/she wants to study. (4

design used in qualitative research)

b) Elaborate on the importance of reliability and validity for quantitative research.
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Q6.a) In each of the following situations describe the ‘best’ type of question to elicit information:
i.  annual savings of persons aged 21- 35 years
ii.  Experience of registered persons on the consumer complaint portal
iii.  Awareness of a new app meant to gauge preparation levels for students
iv.  Students’ opinion on the difficulty level of exam '
v.  The amount of time spent on social media by students in a day

b) A researcher conducts a questionnaire related to the perspective of students about online
teaching. It comprises the following 6 statements:

Statement 1: Online Teaching has simplified the learning process
Statement 2: Online classes are very structured.
Statement 3: Online Teaching lacks student-teacher interaction.



Statement 4: Online classes are more flexible and save time,
Statement 5: Poor network hampers smooth online classes.
Statement 6: Online classes make us under-confident in writing Assignments.

Each statement has five possible responses. For a ,,positive statement”, the corresponding five-
point numerical scale is as follows:
Strongly Agree 5; Agree 4; Uncertain 3; Disagree 2 and Strongly Disagree 1

Two students’ feedback is presented in the table below. Which student is more optimistic about
online teaching?
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Q7.

a) Describe the relative importance of graphs for displaying different types of data. Which
graph is most appropriate to show a correlation between any two variables of a dataset?

b) ‘While the internet has made the research process easier by providing various tools, it has
also enforced certain ethics strictly on researchers.’ Elaborate on the statement in terms of
issues of plagiarism and similarity
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Q8.Write short notes on any two of the following:



a) Content Validity
b) Stratified Sampling Method

c) Research design and its functions
d) Structure of a research report
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