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Instruction for Candidates

Answers may be written either in English or in Hindi, but the same medium should be used
throughout the paper.
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Answer any four questions. All questions carry equal marks.
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1. How does Descartes characterise the nature of the human mind in his Meditations,
and in what way it is different from the body?
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2. What is a category mistake? Is Descartes guilty of having committed it?
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3. Discuss the arguments in favour of J.J.C Smart’s position that brain states and mental

states are identical in the same way that the morning star is identical with the evening
star?
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. How does Putnam show that pain is not a physico-chemical state of the brain? What
type of state is pain according to Putnam? Discuss.
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. Explain Jackson’s knowledge argument with examples. State how it is different from
the Modal argument and the “What Is It Like To Be” argument?
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. Are physicalist descriptions of mental states adequate in explaining
consciousness? Discuss.
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