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Instructions for Candidates

1.

Write your Roll No. on the top immediately on receipt
of this question paper.

2. This paper consists of 8 questions.

3. Attempt any 5 questions (of 18 marks each).

4.  All questions carry equal marks.

5. Answers may be written either in English or Hindi;
but the same medium should be used throughout the
paper.
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1. Examine how the UNDP’s Human Development Index
(HDI) enables comparisons among nations beyond
average income by evaluating core capabilities
such as a nation’s average health and educational
attainment.
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2.  Examine the concept of the “Great Divergence” and
analyse how it explains the widening economic gap
between industrialized and developing nations. In this
context, discuss the long-run causes of comparative
economic development.
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3. Examine Prabhu K. Seeta’s analysis of the Human
Development Index (HDI). How does the HDI provide
a more comprehensive measure of development
compared to traditional income-based indicators?
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4. Evaluate the relevance of Rostow’s Stages of
Economic Growth model in the context of modern

development experiences.
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5. Discuss the main assumptions and mechanisms of the
Lewis Dual Sector Model. With the help of a diagram,
analyse to what extent the model is applicable to
understanding the structural challenges of today’s

developing economies.
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6. Discuss Ragnar Nurkse’s analysis in Problems of
Capital Formation in Developing Countries and
explain how the ‘vicious circle of poverty’ hinders
capital accumulation and economic growth in

underdeveloped nations.
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7. Discuss A.O. Hirschman’s strategy of unbalanced
growth and explain how the ‘impulse’ generated
through backward and forward linkages can
‘stimulate’ industrial and economic development in
underdeveloped countries.
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8. How does Amartya Sen’s distinction between
functioning’s and capabilities help in understanding
the difference between income poverty and capability
poverty, and how does unemployment contribute to
capability deprivation?
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