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UNIT-4

How does Max Velmas argue that neither dualist nor
reductionist assumptions about subjectivity versus
objectivity provide an adequate understanding(

consciousness? Do you agree that “critical phenomenology”
as a method is integral to understand consciousness

studies? Discuss.
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How does Max Velmas argue methodically with the
help of several illustrations that “Critical Phenomenology”
can be used as a method to understand discussions on

consciousness. i
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UNIT-1

How does Descartes differentiate the nature of
material body from immaterial mind? Examine the

central arguments.
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Analyse and examine Gilbert Ryle’s criticism that
Cartesian Dualism commits a category mistake.
Discuss with the help of analogies used by Ryle.
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UNIT-2

Define J. J. C. Smart’s Identity theory. Elaborate and
examine two criticisms of Identity Theory answered
by J.J.C. Smart.
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Give an account of Putnam’s theory that being in pain

is a functional state of the organism. Differentiate
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Putnam’s Functionalism from Behaviourism and
Identity theory. Do you believe that functionalism
provides a better understanding of the nature of mental
states? Give reasons.
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UNIT-3

Examine Merleau-Ponty’s assertion “I am my body.”
In this context examine his views on Embodied
Cognition. How does Brock Bahler use Ponty’s
account of embodiment to provide an explanation of
current research in Spinal Cord Epidural Stimulation
and Paralysis.
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How do Carl Hampel and Paul Oppenheim present
the understanding of emergence in their paper “On

the Idea of Emergence”?
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